There have been relatively few quantitative studies of Hodgkin's disease, no doubt as a result of the polymorphism of the component cells in this condition. A recent investigation of macrophage numbers in Hodgkin's disease' gave rather surprising results in relation to Rye subtypes. In a further study, eosinophil polymorphs were counted in specimens from patients with Hodgkin's disease and in nodes showing follicular hyperplasia2 and significant differences were found between the numbers of these cells in the various subtypes of Hodgkin's Table 2 . In all cases of nodular sclerosing Hodgkin's disease there were more mast cells in areas of fibrosis than in cellular zones; nonetheless, many mast cells were present in the latter and accounted for up to 82% of the total mast cell numbers. Indeed, the pooled mean numbers of mast cells per 10 fields, corrected by doubling, as if for 20 fields, was greater (28) than for the other Rye subtypes. The total numbers of mast cells per 20 fields (10 fields from fibrous and 10 from cellular areas) ranged from 11 to 140 and the numbers of these cells per 10 fibrous fields and per 10 cellular fields were from 10 to 100 and from 1 to 40, respectively. The number of mast cells in nodular sclerosing Hodgkin's disease was significantly greater than in the other variants of the disease (p < 0*001, Student's 
t test).

Discussion
The functional role of mast cells in lymphoid tissues is uncertain.5 These cells are described as a normal constituent of lymph nodes,5 although it is uncertain whether they are "stationary" in these structures. 2 'S and the current findings, although empirical, emphasise the need for further such investigations. This is especially the case in view of the considerable interobserver disagreement in ascribing Rye subtypes to specimens of Hodgkin's disease. '6 '7 Discrepancies between the named varieties of Hodgkin's disease and genuine tissue differential cell counts have been shown, both by manual methods in "conventionar' preparations of diffuse disease'8 and by means of macrophage counts in all four subtypes, using enzyme histochemical methods. ' We are indebted to Mrs Ruth Fry for typing the manuscript.
